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H.E. Ambassador Marc Pierini 

EC Delegation to Turkey 

Uğur Mumcu Cad.88  

Gaziosmanpaşa Ankara 

 

İstanbul, Feb. 14, 2007 

 

Ambassador Pierini, 

BKTD, the United Conference Interpreters Association of Turkey, is a professional organization 

founded in 1969 to represent Turkish conference interpreters who adhere to international 

professional standards. Currently, the BKTD has almost 70 members who work to improve 

standards in interpreting in Turkey. With the opening of accession talks with Turkey, Turkish 

interpretation in the EU gained more visibility and importance both for DG Interpretation and the 

professional interpretation community in Turkey. Currently, all EU-accredited Turkish interpreters 

(with the exception of Ms. Boyalar who has a pending application for membership) are members of 

the BKTD. Additionally, the faculty of the two centers of excellence in conference interpreting in 

Turkey is composed of BKTD members. 

The target audience for the BKTD includes its membership as well as non-members and 

stakeholders such as universities with conference interpreting departments, technical equipment 

providers and professional conference organizers. In the same context, accession talks with Turkey 

mean many more meetings with interpretation, making the EU and its institutions an important part 

of our professional future.  

Knowing that your Delegation serves as a contact point between the EU Commission and Turkey 

and that you contribute technically to the dialogue between the two parties, we believe your 

support in helping ensure adherence to internationally accepted professional standards in 

interpreting at EU-related meetings will prove critical not only for an efficient means of 

communication between the parties, but also for the profession of conference interpreting as a 

whole. 

In light of the above, some of our Board Members will be in Ankara on February 26, 2007 for 

several contacts at public institutions and we would appreciate it very much if a brief meeting could 

be arranged with you on that day to introduce our Association and provide some information on 

professional standards in conference interpreting and the BKTD’s work in this area. We are, of 

course, always ready to meet you at another date should your schedule not permit a meeting on 

February 26, 2007.  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

Hande Guner 

BKTD President  
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